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this case, the most atrocious enormities of tlxe worst
men would be more than justified by the apparent
. intention of Providence that throughout all animated
nature the strong shopld prey upon the weak.

The preceding observations are far from having
-exhausted the almost infinite variety of modes and
occasions in which the idea of conformity to nature
is introduced as an element into the ethical appre-
ciation of actions and dispositions, The same favour-
able prejudgrnent follows the word nature through
the numerous acceptations, in which it is employed as
a distinctive term for certain parts of the constitution
of humanity as contrasted with other parts. We
have hitherto confined ourselves to one of these accep-
tations, in which it stands as a general designation for
those parts of our mental and moral constitution which
are supposed to be innate, in contradistinction to those
which are acquired; as when nature is contrasted with
education; or when a savage state, without laws, arts,
or knowledge, is called a state of nature ; or when the
question is asked whether benevolence, or the moral
-sentiment, is natural or acquired; or whether some
persons are poets or orators by nature and others not.
But in another and a more lax sense, any manifesta-
tions by human beings are often termed natural, when
it is merely intended to say that they are not studied
or designedly assumed in the particular case; as when
.a person is said to move or speak with natural grace ;